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(54) Catheter-tip-straightener 

(57) This invention relates to a catheter-tip-straight- 
ener comprising a relatively stiff tubular body with a cen- 
tral channel and a longitudinal slit formed in a wall of the 
body used for the purpose of passing a catheter laterally 
to and from the channel, wherein the body comprises at 



one end connecting means for the purpose of connect- 
ing it to a catheter-introduction-sheath. The tubular 
body is elastically compressible in the radial direction. 
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Description 

The invention relates to a catheter-tip-straightener 
comprising a relatively stiff tubular body with a central 
channel. 5 

Such a catheter-tip-straightener is used with cathe- 
ters which have a curved tip, such as in particular cath- 
eters used for angiographic purposes. The curved tip is 
received inside the channel of the tip straightener, so 
that the tip is straightened and can easily be passed 
onto a guide wire. Subsequently the catheter is intro- 
duced into the body of the patient over the guide wire 
and through a catheter-introduction-sheath. 

The known catheter-tip-straightener may be a hin- 
drance when introducing the catheter into the introduc- 
tion sheath. 

After inserting the guide wire into the catheter, the 
catheter-tip-straightener according to the invention as 
characterised in claim 1 may be connected to the cath- 
eter-introduction-sheath, so that it forms, as one whole, 
a continuation of it. Introduction of the catheter can in 
that case take place inside the tip straightener, which 
will provide a good grip. 

Preferably the measure as set out in claim 2 is 
employed. The connecting means can be engaged with 
the introduction sheath in the somewhat compressed 
state of the tubular body and remain, due to the elastic 
action, firmly locked inside this introduction sheath. 
Additionally the added advantage is achieved that the 
catheter can be gripped tightly inside the tip straight- 
ener, so that it can be positioned properly inside it for 
the purpose of inserting the guide wire. 

With a suitable embodiment the measure as set out 
in claim 3 is employed. The stop prevents the catheter- 
tip-straightener from being inserted too far into the intro- 
duction sheath, which could result in the membrane of 
the device being pushed open, possibly resulting in 
leakage. In a suitable manner the measure as set out in 
claim 4 is additionally employed. In that case the tip 
straightener will be positioned against the end of the 
introduction sheath over the entire circumference. 

After introducing the first section of the catheter, the 
catheter-tip-straightener may be removed by taking the 
catheter out of the tip straightener via the longitudinal 
slit. Another suitable possibility is to move the tip 
straightener to the proximal end of the catheter onto the 
reinforcing sleeve usually arranged there. To this end 
the catheter according to the invention embodies prefer- 
ably the measure as characterised in claim 5. Due to the 
funnel-shaped end, the relatively proximal end of the tip 
straightener can be pushed onto the reinforcing sleeve 
in a clamping manner, after which this tip straightener 
reinforces or takes over the action of the reinforcing 
sleeve. As a result, buckling of the catheter will be pre- 
vented effectively 

In order to be able to arrange the catheter-tip- 
straightener easily on the catheter, whilst at the same 
time is stays in position in a reliable manner, the meas- 
ure as set out in claim 6 is preferable employed. The 



catheter can easily be inserted into the widened section 
of the longitudinal slit and advanced further into the 
channel. 

In order to be able to manipulate the catheter-tip- 
straightener properly both on insertion of the guide wire 
into the straightened tip received inside the tip straight- 
ener, and when the tip straightener functions as exten- 
sion piece of the introduction sheath, the measure as 
set out in claim 7 is preferably employed. A suitable 
embodiment has additionally been characterised in 
claim 8, which does not affect the elastic compressibility 
of the tip straightener in an unfavourable manner. 

The invention relates to and also provides an 
assembly for a catheter-introduction-sheath and a cath- 
eter-tip-straightener as characterised in claim 9. 

The invention will be explained in greater detail in 
the following description with reference to the attached 
drawings. 

Figure 1 illustrates the catheter-tip-straight- 

ener according to the invention 
when in use. 

Figure 2 shows a partly cross-sectional view 

of an assembly of a catheter-intro- 
duction-sheath and a catheter-tip- 
straightener without a catheter. 

Figures 3 and 4 show two partly schematic views of 
an assembly as illustrated in figure 2 
in a position of use. 

The catheter-tip-straightener 1 illustrated in figure 4 
has been designed for the purpose of straightening the 
curved tip of a catheter 4, such as an angiography cath- 
eter, and to hold it whilst manipulating. 

As can be seen in figure 1 , the tip straightener 1 
comprises a relatively stiff tubular body with a central 
channel 7 and a longitudinal slit 1 1 arranged in a wall of 
the body 

In order to introduce the catheter 4 into the body of 
the patient, a catheter-introduction-sheath 2 is 
employed in the usual manner. In figure 1 the latter has 
been illustrated whilst outside the body of a patient. First 
a guide wire 3 is advanced via the introduction sheath 2 
to the site where the existing tip of the catheter is to fin- 
ish up ultimately The catheter 4 is introduced over this 
guide wire 3. To this end the guide wire 3 is passed into 
a guide wire 5 of the catheter 4. 

In order to properly manipulate the catheter 4 
which, as has been noted, may be of the type compris- 
ing a curved tip as has been illustrated schematically in 
the figures 3 and 4, the tip straightener 1 is employed. 
The tip straightener 1 is arranged around the basic body 
4 of the catheter by receiving the catheter 4 via the lon- 
gitudinal slit 11 in the central channel 7 of the tip 
straightener 1 . Subsequently the tip straightener 1 may 
be pushed to the tip of the catheter 4, as a result of 
which the tip will be straightened. When the tip straight- 
ener 1 is positioned at the tip of the catheter 4 as shown 
in figure 1, whereby the opening of the guide wire 5 is 
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just within reach, the guide wire 3 can be pushed into 
this opening. 

The body of the tip straightener 1 is in the radial 
direction elastically compressible. By compressing this 
body between thumb and index finger, the catheter 4 
will be secured properly, as a result of which it can no 
longer move inside the tip straightener 1 . Consequently 
it will be easy to insert the proximal end of the guide wire 
3. 

When the section of the guide wire 3 which is situ- 
ated outside the body of the patient has been pushed 
through the catheter 4, the catheter may be introduced. 
To this end the catheter 4 is pushed by means of the tip 
straightener 1 over the guide wire 3 to the introduction 
sheath 2. As can be seen in figure 2 in particular, the rel- 
atively distal end of the tip straightener 1 has been pro- 
vided with connecting means 8, which can be used to 
connect the tip straightener to the introduction sheath 2, 
so that it forms, as one whole, a continuation of the 
introduction sheath 2. 

The tip straightener 1 also comes in useful when 
inserting the catheter 4 through the sealing membrane 
1 0 of the introduction sheath 2. As the catheter 4 can be 
gripped tightly sufficient axial pressure can be exerted 
in order to push the catheter through the membrane 10 
without problems. 

Next, the catheter 4 is inserted via the tip straight- 
ener 1 connected to the introduction sheath 2, as has 
been illustrated schematically in figure 3. As soon as the 
curved end 15 of the catheter 4 has been advanced to 
the desired position, the guide wire 3 can be removed. 

The tip straightener may remain connected to the 
introduction sheath 2 or, as has been illustrated sche- 
matically in figure 4, be removed by undoing the con- 
necting means 8 and removing the basic body of the 
catheter 4 from the tip straightener 1 via the slit 1 1 . 

Another possibility is to move the tip straightener 1 
over the basic body of the catheter 4 in the proximal 
direction as far as the connecting member 1 7 thereof. In 
the usual manner a reinforcing sleeve 6 has been 
arranged at the transition from the basic body of the 
catheter to the connecting member 1 7. 

The central channel 7 of the tip straightener 1 has 
been widened into a funnel shape at its proximal end, as 
can be seen at number 12. As a result the tip straight- 
ener 1 can be pushed with its proximal end onto the 
reinforcing sleeve 6 in such a way that it is more or less 
fixed to this reinforcing sleeve 6. In that case the tip 
straightener 1 assumes the function of the reinforcing 
sleeve 6 and provides at the same time a better grip on 
the connecting member 17. 

In order to get a good grip on the tip straightener 1 , 
the latter has been provided with a profile in the form of 
longitudinal ridges 16. 

As can be seen in figure 2, the longitudinal slit 1 1 
has been formed in such a way that in cross-section it 
has been widened towards the outside. As a result the 
side walls of the slit 1 1 form, when arranging the tip 
straightener 1 around the catheter, guiding means 



which facilitate introducing the catheter. Consequently 
the longitudinal slit 1 1 may be relatively narrow at the 
side of the channel 7 as a result of which the catheter 4 
remains properly enclosed inside the central channel 7, 

5 also when straightening the curved tip. 

With the assembly of the tip straightener 1 and the 
introduction sheath 2 illustrated in figure 2, connecting 
means acting in unison have been arranged. The con- 
necting means 8 of the tip straightener 1 act in unison 

10 with the complementary connecting means of the intro- 
duction sheath 2. 

Furthermore, the tip straightener 1 has been pro- 
vided, close to the connecting means 8, with a stop in 
the shape of a shoulder 9 which prevents the tip 

15 Straightener 1 from being pushed into the introduction 
sheath 2 too far, as a result of which the membrane 10 
could be forced open. In this manner leakage through 
the membrane 10 is prevented by employing the tip 
straightener 1 . 

20 

Claims 

1. Catheter-tip-straightener comprising a relatively 
stiff tubular body with a central channel and a longi- 

25 tudinal slit formed in a wall of the body for the pur- 
pose of passing a catheter laterally to and from the 
channel, wherein on one end the body comprises 
connecting means for the purpose of connecting it 
to a catheter-introduction-sheath. 

30 

2. Catheter-tip-straightener as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the tubular body is elastically compressible 
in the radial direction. 

35 3, Catheter-tip-straightener as claimed in claim 1 or 2, 
comprising a stop pointing in the direction of the 
end supporting the connecting means. 

4. Catheter-tip-straightener as claimed in claim 3, 
40 wherein the stop is made up of a shoulder. 

5. Catheter-tip-straightener as claimed in one of the 
previous claims, wherein the channel has been wid- 
ened into a funnel shape at the end opposite to the 

45 connecting means. 

6. Catheter-tip-straightener as claimed in one of the 
previous claims, wherein the longitudinal slit has 
been widened in cross-section radially towards the 

50 outside. 

7. Catheter-tip-straightener as claimed in one of the 
previous claims, wherein the outer surface has 
been profiled. 

55 

8. Catheter-tip-straightener as claimed in claim 7, 
wherein the profile comprises longitudinal ridges. 

9. Assembly of a catheter-introduction-sheath and a 
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catheter-tip-straightener as claimed in one of the 
previous claims, wherein the introduction sheath 
has been provided with connecting means acting in 
unison with the connecting means of the tip 
straightener. 5 
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